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SUNRISE: JUNE 27, 169 SUNSET:, ANUARY24, 2018
Homegoing Service

Saturday, February 3, 2018
11:00A.M. Funeral

God's Way Cathedral
14820 Puritan St. • Detroit, Michigan 48227
Bishop Herbert A. Ross, Pastor/Father, Officiating

ITUARY
Herlunda Charleeta Ross-Cross was born on June 27, 1969 to the parents of Herbert and Debris Ross.

Herlunda had two siblings to precede her in death, Mable and Deborah.
HerlundaTs early education started at the Detroit Public School Vernor Elementary. Next she attended James Allen
Caldwell Private Baptist World of Learning where she completed her junior high and high school education. She was also
crowned Homecoming Queen for four years and graduated Salutatorian of the class of 1987.
Her education didn't stop there. She went on to receive her Doctorate in Divinity and Theology, Counseling Certification,
MBA in Business Administration, Honorary Doctorate in Music Ministry, Culinary Degree and Paralegal Certification. She
was a very smart and intelligent young lady.
She worked at Hutzel Kresge Eye Institute, Holistic Medicine, and Hope United Methodist Church.
Herlunda was affectionately called "Loni," "Yonna," "Londa," "Midget," and "Baby Girl" by her family and friends.
She was a prankster, she loved to laugh, she was a comedian and a mother to all. She enjoyed cooking. Her favorite
food was fried chicken.
Loni grew up a happy and loving child, with a family that was always close. A family that did everything together,
Parades, Museums, Library, Circuses, and Holiday events.
Her travels included trips to Virginia with her family and aunt Etta Mae to Columbus, Ohio whom she loved dearly.
Other trips included Las Vegas, San Diego and Mexico. (Her father's job sent him there many times). Many trips to Florida,
with family and her church family.
Above all, the Ross family worshiped together, serving the true and living God. She received the Holy Ghost in her
mother's arms a the tender age of two and a half years old at Bibleway C.O.G.I.C.
She had parents to lead and guide in her walk with God and Jesus Christ.
Under the leadership of her pastor and father Herbert A. Ross she became God's Way Choir directress. Herlunda was
a highly and gifted Elder and Prophetess. She loved the youth at God's Way.
On September 27, 2003 she married the love of her life, Ronald Cross Jr. They had a beautiful home where everyone
was welcome. Together they began to hold the family tradition of hosting Christmas Eve in their home.
In January 2016, Loni began her greatest and last challenge that challenge was ovarian cancer. On February 8, 2016
she had surgery that confirmed the diagnosis. She chose not to take chemo or radiation. She told the doctor "I'll trust God"
"I have no Plan B" "I'm a winner either way" "If He heals me on this side I win". She chose to fight the cancer with prayer
and fasting. Her family did everything they could to help.
Her husband Ronald visited her at home and the hospital. Ronald, the family of Herlunda says "Thank You" for
allowing us to choose how and where Herlunda would be laid to rest.
Thanks to her aunt Ivy and cousin Larry for being there for Herlunda, seeing that she got to Providence for her
treatments. Thanks to Deborah Crockett-Martin for being there and making all of the family and church flowers. Herlunda
will be greatly missed. She inspired many even through her illness.
Special thanks to her God's Way family, God sisters and brothers, The Providence Hospital Radiology Nurse Team, and
to her nurse practitioner, Kellee Lezotte, and her assistant, Adriene.
Loni's last song sang was "Blessed Assurance Jesus Is Mine" sang with her mother.
Herlunda leaves to mourn and to miss; her husband, Minister Ronald Cross Jr.; loving and devoted parents, Bishop
Herbert and First Lady Debris Ross; dearly beloved brothers, Elder Michael Rodd, Deacon Terrance Bigham (Pam); dearly
beloved sister, Elder Lesa Ross; second sisters, Deaconess Shuawn Ashford (Anthony), Tina Thomas; father and mother-inlaw, John D and Livima M. Callaway; grandmother-in-law, Mildred M. Johnson; sisters-in-law, Anetha M. Nealy, Christina
Callaway; brothers-in-law, Matthew Callaway, Ronald Smith; uncles, Marzette Bentley, Curtis Bigham, Keith Mallette Sr.,
Elder James Robinson, Pastor Eugene Crockett, Reginald Jones, Fred Pope; aunts, Angel Patton, Elder Ivy Lucas, Mabel
Crockett, Pauline Green, Sandra Bentley, Diane Robinson, Hatti Pope; grandmother, Toni Murdock; godparents, Elder
Delores Windom, Pastor and First Lady Herbert and Willie Singleton and Betty Robinson; special bond with her family
from Ohio, JAC and Vernor schoolmates, Facebook, God's Way Youth Dept., "The Group," sisters Shuawn, Dena, Nikki,
and Lesa, Shuawn and Anthony Ashford, Tina Thomas, Anthony Davis, and the entire God's Way family. Special thanks to
Stacy Lattisaw Jackson, Christy Masoner (Facebook friend), Sarah Moses, Wenturi Townes Williams, Damon Gough, Pastor
Michael Hands, the Herlunda Memorial Choir, and a host of other special relatives and friends.
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Elder Damon Gough

Organ Prelude
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Elder Ivy Lucas
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Elder Delores Windom
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The Elder Herlunda Ross-Cross Memorial Choir

Song
"Emmanuel"
Eulogy

Bishop Herbert A. Ross-Father
Immediate Family

Final Viewing
Recessional
Organ Postlude

I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

To my precious wife, I wish to thank you for the honor and privilege of choosing me to be your
husband for nearly 15 years. I know too well the many challenges, pains and hardships you
faced in this life. Through it all you never stopped loving God, me, our family, the church and
people you came in contact with. You lived for love, family, and seeing souls saved and changed
in the ministry of our dear Lord Jesus Christ. Life without you will never be the same, however,
I know you are in Heaven now free of all pain. I thank God I had to the chance to tell you that
I love you always before you left this life. I will never forget you my dear. In heaven and in my
heart you will continue to live. I love you now and forever, your husband always.
-'Ronald Cross, Jr.

My Sister, My Friend
To me you are an angel in disguise. Full of intuition, you are intelligent and wise. Always
giving and helping through good times and bad. You are the best friend I've ever had. If
I had one wish, it would surely be to give you as much as you've given to me. Though
I've put our relationship through some cloudy days, you've been my sunshine in so
many ways. Through trials and tests, right by me you stood, and you gave me your hand
whenever you could. Thank you so much, my sister, my friend. My gratitude for you has
no end. I Love you and will miss you very much.
Your Big Sister, Lesa

THREE SISTERS
Sisters By Love
There is someone I love so much who is very close to me, someone so
caring and so sweet, thoughtful and kind is she. Who is there when I need
her through good times and through bad. Someone to laugh and share my
tears, the best friend I've ever had. We have spent our lives together, ups and
downs only a few always standing up for me as I stand up for you. So thank
you Sis so very much. One thing I want you to know my love will follow
you each day no matter where you go.
Love you and miss you, Shuawn

We are three sisters.
Three sisters are we.
I love each of you,
And I know you love me.
We're not always together.
Life sometimes keeps us apart,
But we're never separated.
We're in each other's heart.
Now I know we've had our troubles,
But we always get through.
The real message is you love me,
And I also love you.
We have had lots of good times
That we'll never forget.
Sometimes we worry
And sometimes we fret.
But if God ever gave me
Something special, you see,
It might have been the blessing of
Three sisters are we.
The Lord above has given me lots
Of happiness and glee,
But the most special thing he did was
Make us sisters, all three.
We will Miss You Little Bear,
Love, Big Sister Bear and Middle Bear

Cuz we love you, your special smile will be missed but certainly not forgotten. The smile that curled up even more on one
side than the other. We'll always remember the twinkle in your eyes, which commanded a smile from all of those who
witness it.
Your Loving Cuz, Timbo
Sister
Sis: you are one ofhe best we have ever known. The road you have traveled was rugged and the hills got mighty steep. The
Journey seemed too long but in the end, eternal peace. You are now walking through, the valley in peace where loved ones
have gone on before God called you home.
Love your sis, Deaconess Shirley Richardson
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Lawrence Lucas Jr.
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FLOWER BEARERS
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Family and Friends

INTERMENT
Woodlawn Cemetery
19975 Woodward
Detroit, MI
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF APPRECIATION
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The family of the te Elder Herlunda 'Loni" Ross-Cross wishes to acknowledge, with sincere appreciation, the many
comforting messa
floral tributes, prayers and other expressions of kindness and concern evidenced at this time in thought
and deed. A more rsonal acknowledgement will be made at a later date
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